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Appendix B 

2007 Public Involvement Process 
 
The County has conducted a variety of public participation efforts during the 2007 
Comprehensive Plan Update planning process to provide information and obtain public comment.   

 

• Comprehensive Plan Website.  On April 3, 2007 the County Comprehensive Plan Update 
website went “live.”  It provided a central point of information and a means for citizens to 
send their comments on the Comprehensive Plan to county staff.  The website was 
maintained by staff to provide current information to the community on the Update.  
Information on the Growth Management Act (GMA), scheduled public meetings and 
hearings, non-County amendment applications, Comprehensive Plan materials, and the 
update process was provided at this website.  The website was updated on a regular basis to 
remind citizens of meetings and hearings.  A link to this website was provided on the 
County’s main webpage. In order to make it more available to the public, a copy of the 
County’s 2005 version of the Comprehensive Plan as well as a copy of the draft 2007 Plan 
were provided at this website.  A link was provided from this website to contact the County 
via e-mail.  All e-mails were directed to an e-mail address set up specifically for this process.   

 
• County Vision Workshops.  As part of the 2007 Plan Update preparation, vision workshops 

were held in May and June.  The purpose of the meetings was to discuss a draft vision 
statement that would be added to the Comprehensive Plan to help guide and direct plan 
elements.  Staff conducted five public workshops around the county to gather suggestions on 
updating the County’s vision statement:  

 
May 21 –  Touchet School Commons; number of attendees: 10  
May 22–   Walla Walla County Fairgrounds; number of attendees: 30 
May 29 –  Columbia High School in Burbank; number of attendees: 2 
May 30 –  Walla Walla County Fairgrounds; number of attendees: 10 
June 5 –    Waitsburg Elementary School; number of attendees: 9 
 

• Ad Hoc Economic Development Committee.  The Board of County Commissioners 
appointed local representatives of the community to assist county staff and consultants with 
the update of the Economic Development Element of the Comprehensive Plan.   

May 29 –  Board of County Commissioners passes Resolution 07-187 appointing a 7-
member public Ad Hoc Economic Development Committee for the 2007 
Comprehensive Plan update. 

June 4 –    The Ad Hoc Economic Development Committee holds a workshop meeting to 
discuss GMA requirements, and the data, goals, and policies in the Economic 
Development Element.  Notice is posted on the county’s website.  The meeting 
is open to the public. Five members of the public attended the workshop. 

July 2 –    The Ad Hoc Economic Development Committee holds a second workshop 
meeting on the goals and policies of the Economic Development Element.  
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Notice is posted on the county’s website.  The committee accepted public 
comments from the five members of the public in attendance. 

 
• Environmental Impact Statement.  In accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act 

(SEPA) (Washington Administrative Code [WAC] 197-11-232), the County solicited agency 
and public comments on the scope of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
through a Determination of Significance/Scoping Notice.   

May 3 –    The County issues a Determination of Significance and an EIS Scoping Notice 
is published in the in local newspapers, sent to required agencies and posted on 
the county’s comprehensive plan website. 

June 15 – The comment period for the DS/Scoping Notice closes. No comments are 
received. 

September 28 – The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is issued.  The 60-day 
comment period required by the integrated SEPA/GMA process begins.  
Notice is placed in local newspapers, sent to required agencies, and posted on 
the county’s comprehensive plan website.  A copy of the DEIS is posted on the 
website. 

 
• Non-County Amendments.  The county has an annual amendment process for the 

comprehensive plan that allows for citizens, agencies, and cities to propose amendments to 
the plan.  The process entails an application period, determination of completeness by county 
staff, placement on the preliminary docket, a public hearing, and decision for placement on 
the final docket.  Amendments that are approved for the final docket proceed through the 
comprehensive plan review and SEPA processes.  

April 24 – The application period opens for non-county amendments.  Notice of the 
amendment application period is placed in local newspapers and posted on the 
county’s comprehensive plan website.  The application form and SEPA 
checklist are made available for download from the webpage. 

June 15–   The application period closes.  Six non-county amendments are submitted, 
determined to be complete, and are posted on the county’s comprehensive 
plan website following the end of the application period. 

June 27 – The Board of County Commissioners and the Planning Commission hold a 
joint workshop meeting on the six non-county comprehensive plan 
amendment applications that were placed on the preliminary docket.   Notice 
of the workshop meeting is placed in local newspapers and posted on the 
county’s comprehensive plan website.   

July 10–   The Planning Commission holds a public hearing at the County Fairgrounds 
on the six non-county comprehensive plan amendment applications and makes 
recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners.  Notice of the 
public hearing is placed in local newspapers and posted on the county’s 
comprehensive plan website. 23 members of the community attended.   

July 30–    The Board of County Commissioners holds a public meeting at the County 
Fairgrounds on the non-county comprehensive plan amendment applications 
and sets the final docket for the amendment applications that are to be 
considered with the 7-year update of the comprehensive plan. Notice of the 
meeting is placed in local newspapers and posted on the county’s 
comprehensive plan website.   
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• Comprehensive Plan Document.  Staff and consultants begin preparing a draft of the 2007 

comprehensive plan update in the spring.  Information from the vision workshops, ad hoc 
committee workshops, and non-county amendments is considered in drafting the plan as well 
as information from a wide variety of other sources is considered in preparing the draft.  

September 28 – The County publishes the Draft 2007 Comprehensive Plan update.  
Notice is placed in local newspapers, sent to required agencies and 
interested citizens, and posted on the county’s comprehensive plan 
website.  The entire comprehensive plan document is placed on the 
website and copies are made available in public libraries and at the 
County Community Development Department.  The 60-day comment 
period begins. 

October 16–      County staff holds a public outreach meeting at the Fire station 41 
meeting room in Walla Walla to receive citizen input on the draft 
Comprehensive Plan. In addition to copies of the Comprehensive Plan 
and DEIS, maps, copies of a fact sheet on the draft plan, and 
comment/contact sheets are available.  Notice of the meeting is placed in 
local newspapers and posted on the county’s comprehensive plan 
website. There were 16 citizens at this meeting. 

October 17–     The Board of County Commissioners and Planning Commission hold a 
joint workshop meeting on the Draft Comprehensive Plan.   Topics 
covered include the Land Use, Rural and Resource, Housing, and Parks 
and Recreation Elements.  Staff and consultants provide the Board and 
Planning Commission with an overview of the Draft Comprehensive 
Plan, the Vision Statement and proposed map amendments.  Notice of 
the workshop is placed in local newspapers and posted on the county’s 
comprehensive plan website. Three citizens attended this workshop. 

October 23 –     County staff holds a public outreach meeting at Columbia High School 
in Burbank. Informational materials and comment/contact sheets are 
available.  Notice of the meeting is placed in local newspapers and 
posted on the county’s comprehensive plan website. No one from the 
community showed up for this workshop. 

October 24 –    The Board of County Commissioners and Planning Commission hold a 
second joint workshop meeting on the draft Comprehensive Plan.   
Topics covered include the draft Economic Development, Critical Areas, 
Shorelines, Capital Facilities, Transportation, and Utilities Elements.  
Staff and consults provide the Board and Planning Commission with an 
overview of the Burbank Sub-Area Plan, non-County amendments, 
summary of the public outreach meetings held on October 16th and 23rd 
and follow-up from the October 17th workshop meeting. Notice of the 
workshop is placed in local newspapers and posted on the county’s 
comprehensive plan website. Two citizens attended this workshop.  

November 7 –   The Planning Commission holds a public hearing at the County 
Fairgrounds on the Draft 2007 Comprehensive Plan including non-
county amendments, and development regulations.  Notice of the public 
hearing is placed in local newspapers, sent to interested and affected 
persons, and posted on the county’s comprehensive plan website. 10 
members of the community attended this meeting. 
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December 3 –   The Board of Commissioners holds a public hearing to consider the 
recommendations of the Planning Commission at a regular Board 
meeting.  Notice of the public hearing is placed in local newspapers, sent 
to interested and affected persons, and posted on the county’s 
comprehensive plan website. This meeting was attended by 100 members 
of the community. 

 
• Additional Public Involvement Efforts.  In addition to the comprehensive plan website, 

public outreach meetings, workshops, and public hearings the county made a concerted effort 
to inform the public of the update process and opportunities for involvement in other ways: 

April 15 –    Walla Walla Union-Bulletin newspaper runs an article about the County 
accepting applications for Comp Plan Amendments.    

April 24 –    County issues a press release sent announcing "County Kicks Off 2007 
Comprehensive Plan Public Process.”   

April 25 –    Walla Walla Union-Bulletin newspaper runs an article “WW County takes 
applications for Comprehensive Plan amendments”. 

May 5-20 –  County staff posts fliers at public locations throughout the County 
announcing the scheduled visioning workshops in the community. 

May 29 –     County staff contacts Waitsburg City Council and Planning Commission 
members, City Clerk and other interested citizens to attend the Visioning 
Workshop in Waitsburg on June 5th. 

July 12 –     Walla Walla Union-Bulletin newspaper runs an article, "Planners 
Recommend Fixes to Comp Plan" after the Planning Commission public 
hearing on proposed non-county amendments. 

July 24 –     Walla Walla Union-Bulletin newspaper runs an article “Commissioners to 
review Comp Plan” discussing the proposed non-county amendments 

September 28 – County issues a press release announcing the availability of the Draft 
2007 Comprehensive Plan Update and Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement and the start of the 60-day comment period. 

October 11 – County staff sends e-mails to interested persons regarding scheduled public 
outreach meetings, joint County Commission and Planning Commission 
workshops and public hearings. 

October 23 –   Walla Walla Union-Bulletin newspaper runs an article, “County Comp 
Plan updates to be aired at pair of meetings” 

 


